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PRESENT:  Selectmen Michael K. Walsh and Thomas J. O’Loughlin and Town Administrator 

Richard A. Villani. 

Absent: Chairman William E. Kingkade, Jr.  

1. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh:  To sign the warrant, UNANIMOUS.  

 

2. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh:  To approve the Regular Session Minutes 

of March 8, 2021 as submitted. UNANIMOUS.   

 

3. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh:  To approve the Executive Session Minutes 

of March 8, 2021 as submitted. UNANIMOUS.  

 

4. Invitation to Speak – Jamie Wheelock said he has been corresponding with Town officials 

regarding Amazon Distribution Terminals located at 310 Fortune Boulevard operating 

without approval and the Terminal at 21 Beaver Street which he said is on the way to 

getting permitting, but is also operating. He also was disappointed that the March 25, 2021 

Finance Committee Sub Committee meeting was held with no recording or remote access. 

Selectman O’Loughlin said we are discussing permitting with Amazon and looking to the 

Planning board and Zoning Board of Appeals for guidance.   

 

5. The Board met with Director of Public Health, Jackie Murphy, to receive an update on the 

COVID 19 pandemic. She said the cases have been in a sharp decline since January and 

have now plateaued. 7,944 Milford residents have received the first vaccine dose and this 

represents 37% of the Town population. 20 % have had their second vaccination. The 

Vaccination Clinic in Uxbridge is providing 3,750 vaccinations per week. She advised the 

Board that a partial reopening of Town Hall would be beneficial to the public. She said we 

can keep everyone safe. She recommended Town Hall be open two (2) days per week. All 

visitors and employees will be required to wear masks and visitors must sign in at each 

Department they visit. Occupancy limits and social distancing will be required by everyone 

in the building. Meetings will be limited to ten (10) minutes and must be held in a 

conference room. Mr. Walsh asked when we would open. Mr. O’Loughlin recommended as 

soon as the proper signage can be posted. The Board authorized the Director of Public 

Health and the Town Administrator to decide when and which days to open.   
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6. Mr. Walsh said the individuals proposing to set up a Veteran’s Council have withdrawn 

their application, but will reschedule with the Board for a future meeting. Mr. O’Loughlin 

said he was informed the group may request the formation of an advisory or ad hoc 

committee that will not be restricted to Milford residents.  

 

7. Finance Director, Zach Taylor, Town Accountant Tom Brown and Town Administrator Rick 

Villani were present to review Budgets for Town Department’s under Select Board 

jurisdiction. Most budgets were level funded for expenses and had salary increases subject 

to contract negotiations. Zach recommended an increase in the Reserve Fund for the 

Finance Committee to $125,000.00. The Town Administrator recommended increasing the 

maintenance budget by approximately $21,000.00 for Town buildings as a great deal of the 

budget is for regular maintenance contracts and not for making repairs to buildings. Both 

Mr. Walsh and Mr. O’Loughlin were in agreement. The Town Administrator also 

recommended the Town assume and pay approximately $20,000.00 to be included in the 

General Government budget for a Clerk position at the Senior Center that is presently 

being funded by a Grant. The Grant will then be used for Programs at the Senior Center. 

The Board agreed to review Budgets that are seeking a new position at their next meeting.  

 

8. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – March 29, 2021 

 

A. Rehabilitation of Clarks Island Wellfield – The Milford Water Company is in the process 

of completing the yearly rehabilitation of the Clarks Island Wellfield. Work began on 

Thursday, March 18, 2021. They expect this project to take 2 weeks to complete. This 

work will not interfere with the public’s use of the bike path.    

B. Draper Park Revitalization - Work for the Draper Park Revitalization began om March 

22. Access to the Draper Park will be prohibited during this time. Please understand 

this is only a temporary situation while work is being completed in the park. This stage 

of the process is expected to take several weeks. On behalf of the Park Commission and 

the Town of Milford, we thank you for your patience while the project is completed.   

C. Milford Senior Center Mass Association of Council on Aging – I am informed by Senior 

Center Director, Sue Clark, that the Town has received a Grant to fund a monthly Grab 

and Go Luncheon which will include activity and craft packages for Seniors to enjoy. 

Seniors will be required to preregister and will be given a time to pick up their food and 

activity package. All food will be prepared in house and will be free to all Seniors. 

Senior Center staff and a volunteer Chef will be preparing the meals and distributing 

them. If seniors are not able to drive, we will deliver the meals and activity/craft 

packets. 

D. Meeting with Grafton and Upton Railroad – On March 12, 2021, I along with Police 

Chief Jim Falvey, Deputy Chief John Sanchionni and Fire Chief Mark Nelson met with 
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representatives from the Grafton and Upton Railroad which included Mike Milanoski, 

President, Norma Griffiths, Crossing Dispatch Director, and Lou Frangella, Supervisor 

District 1 to discuss the operation of the railroad in Milford. We discussed Emergency 

Response Guidance and Public Safety. Each Chief was able to provide his concerns to 

the railroad and seek guidance on protecting the public as well as responding to and 

investigating emergency situations. We will be establishing a page on the Town 

Website which will include informational videos. Videos will include safety at the 

crossings for the public and for our students. We will continue to interact with the 

railroad and provide any updates as they are received.  

E. Hydrant Flushing - The Milford Water Company will be starting its annual hydrant 

flushing program in the Town of Milford on Sunday, April 4, 2021. Flushing is scheduled 

at NIGHT between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. and will continue throughout 

the months of April/May/June/July until the entire system has been completed. 

Hydrant flushing is conducted to remove any accumulated sediment from the water 

pipes that may impair water quality. The program also provides the opportunity to 

inspect hydrants to ensure they will operate properly in the event of a fire.  During the 

flushing program you may notice a temporary loss in water pressure and water 

discoloration. Please run the water first before using for laundry. If you have any 

questions regarding areas being flushed or problems caused by the flushing program, 

please contact their office on Dilla Street at (508) 473-5110 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

or check their web site at www.milfordwater.com.  

 

9. Mr. O’Loughlin provided an update on communications with Amazon. He informed the    

Board that we received three (3) new complaints regarding Amazon trucks travelling on 

Beach Street. Also, we are going to increase the size of the No Tractor Trailer signs. We also 

are working with Amazon to provide information to their drivers regarding streets where 

there are traffic problems and concerns on the ability for their trucks to navigate safely. 

We are working with the Town Planner and Town Engineer regarding the Transportation 

Terminal on Beaver Street. Amazon will be fixing the fence and property damage caused by 

one of their vehicles on National Street. Highway Surveyor, Scott Crisafulli, requested 

Amazon agree to have No Parking Signs placed on National Street. Amazon is focusing on 

correcting the GPS directions for their trucks as well as trucks operated by contractors. We 

discussed with Amazon the closing of the areas of Central Street when the Central Street 

Bridge replacement commences. Finally, we have ordered more signs from Amazon.   

 

10. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To approve the Seasonal Club Licenses for 

the Maspenock Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Sons of Italy Dramatic & Sportsmen Club, Inc. and the 

Greater Milford Social Club, LLC. UNANIMOUS.  
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11. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To nominate Keith Haynes as Inspector of 

Animals. UNANIMOUS.   

 

12. The Board reviewed a Memo from the Human Resources Director with a recommendation 

for the appointment of Lyndsey Nolan as the new Assistant Animal Control Officer. Mr. 

O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To appoint Lyndsey Nolan as the new Assistant 

Animal Control Officer. UNANIMOUS.  

 

13. The Board reviewed a Letter from Town Treasurer Chris Pilla requesting a waiver of the 

permit fee for demolition of a shed on Town property at 15 Fairview Avenue. Mr. 

O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To waive the permit fee for demolition of a 

shed on Town property at 15 Fairview Avenue. UNANIMOUS.  

 

14. The Board reviewed a Memo from Police Chief James Falvey recommending locating a Stop 

Sign on Dartmouth Drive as well as locating illegal Dumping signs on Countryside Lane and 

Asylum Street. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To locate a Stop Sign on 

Dartmouth Drive and locate illegal Dumping signs on Countryside Lane and Asylum Street 

as deemed appropriate by the Police Chief and Highway Surveyor. UNANIMOUS. 

 

15. The Board reviewed a request from Cultural Council Chair, Geri Eddins, to remove a 

member for failure to attend the required number of meetings. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, 

seconded by Mr. Walsh: To remove Vincent Kiejzo as a member of the Cultural Council for 

failure to attend the required number of meetings. UNANIMOUS.  

 

16.  The Board reviewed a Memo from the Town Administrator recommending advancing the 

position of the Human Resources Director to Grade 4, subject to Personnel Board and 

Town Meeting approval. He also recommended that current HR Director, Kristin 

Melpignano’s salary be moved to Grade 4, Step 5 effective July 1, 2021. Mr. O’Loughlin 

moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To advance the position of the Human Resources Director 

position to Grade 4, subject to Personnel Board and Town Meeting approval and that 

current HR Director, Kristin Melpignano’s salary be moved to Grade 4, Step 5 effective July 

1, 2021. UNANIMOUS.  

 

17. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh: To proclaim Louisa Lake “off limits” for 

fishing for a 24 hour period preceding the MYFM annual Fishing Derby for kids on April 17, 

2021. UNANIMOUS. They suggested representatives from MYFM contact the Parks 

Department regarding their request to place a banner at Louisa Lake on the day of the 

derby.  

 

18. Mr. Walsh read a Memo from Police Chief James Falvey who informed the Board that 

Letters of Commendation were issued from Sgt. Edward Varterisian for bravery, 



 

Page 5 of 5 
 

selflessness and team work in apprehending two suspects reportedly involved in a 

dangerous crime on March 11, 2021. The Officers were: James Woodward, Kevin 

O’Loughlin, Crystal Heron, Jonathan Levigne, Todd Fletcher, Patrick Motuzas, Cody 

Carneiro, and Michael Mastroianni.   

 

19. Mr. O’Loughlin requested the Town Administrator reach out to Joseph Callery regarding 

whether or not the July 4th Parade will be held.  

 

20. Mr. O’Loughlin stated he is receiving calls from restaurant owners asking how to apply for 

permanent outdoor seating. He requested the Town Administrator provide the mechanism 

for the applying for permanent outdoor seating to restaurant owners. 

 

21. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE – NONE. 

 

22. Mr. O’Loughlin moved, seconded by Mr. Walsh:  To adjourn the Select Board meeting at 

8:39 PM, UNANIMOUS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Selectmen Michael K. Walsh and Thomas J. 

O’Loughlin both vote in the affirmative to go into Executive Session to meet with Labor 

Counsel Patrick Holland to discuss a Union Grievance and Contract Updates. 

  

__________________________________   ___________________________ 
Richard A. Villani     William E. Kingkade, Jr. Chairman 
Minutes Recorder 
       ____________________________  
       Michael K. Walsh 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Thomas J. O’Loughlin    
    


