Brush to Table Picnic Table Project
A Public Art Initiative Sponsored by the Milford Cultural Council
in Partnership with the Milford Parks Department
and the Milford Highway Department
In the spring of 2021, the Milford Cultural Council initiated its first public art project, which
featured creatively painted picnic tables, by executing a Call to Artists and Sponsors. Over thirty
local creatives, art students, and art professionals submitted designs for consideration. Eleven
businesses, organizations, and individuals answered the call to sponsor a table by paying each
artist a stipend. With the financial support from these sponsors, the council was able to
commission eleven tables.
The Milford Cultural Council was thrilled to showcase the work of the eleven chosen artists by
hosting a reveal celebration on July 24, 2021 in Milford’s Plains Park. To further highlight the
creativity of area residents, the council provided a twelfth table―titled Community Graffiti―as a
blank canvas for attendees to leave their own mark.
Following the reveal celebration, the Milford Parks Department moved all twelve tables to their
new homes in parks and other public areas around town. The council invites all residents and
visitors to visit each table. Find a map of the table locations, as well as the artists’ original design
sketches and their design statements, on the following pages.

As a local partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the Milford Cultural Council seeks to
promote excellence, inclusion, education, and diversity in the arts, humanities, and sciences to
foster a rich cultural life for all Milford residents, thereby contributing to the vitality of our
community and economy.

WEB: MilfordMA.gov/milford-cultural-council | EMAIL: CulturalCouncil@TownofMilford.com
MilfordCulturalCouncil |
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Brush to Table Picnic Table Locations

Location

Table, Artist, and Sponsor

Maher Court

• Inclusion = Happiness for All by Katie Annis. Sponsored by the Annis Family.
• Good Day Sunshine by Abigail Glennon.
Sponsored by Michael Walsh in Memory of Nancy Walsh.
• Uniting Milford Through Our Musical Heritage by Paul Rao.
Sponsored by Paul and LuAnn Malnati.
• Welcome to Milford by Janeen Cox.
Sponsored by Hopkinton Center for the Arts.
• Community Graffiti by Milford Residents.
Sponsored by Milford Cultural Council.
• Wish for Change, Milford by Nayda Cuevas. Sponsored by Milford Federal Bank.
• Imagine by Ashley MacLure. Sponsored by Harold and Marcia Rhodes.
• Touch the Sky by Bianca Sayuri de Oliveira. Sponsored by Imperial Cars.
• Pride by Khizra Syeda. Sponsored by CraftRoots Brewing.
• Swinging Twilight by Nicole King. Sponsored by Solutions 2 Accessibility.

Garden of Hope (Fino Field)

• Redemption by Murphy Potter. Sponsored by Celebrate Milford.

Senior Center

• Maria's Table by Emily Chapman. Sponsored by Loriann Braza.

Town Park

Plains Park Pavilion

Natural Area at Corner of Dilla
and Sumner Streets
Milford High School

In addition to the financial support of the table sponsors, the Milford Cultural Council was honored to receive
financial and in-kind support from Buma Sargeant Funeral Home, Koopman Lumber, Signs Plus, and Amazon.
Thank you all!

Inclusion = Happiness for All
by Katie Annis
Sponsor: The Annis Family
Inspired by Katie’s favorite art
subjects, this design features a white
background covered in colorful hearts
and happy faces in different sizes and
shapes.
This table should be a happy
place for anyone to take a break or
have a picnic.
Katie is an adult with intellectual
disabilities who enjoys painting and
drawing with an expressive style.
Inclusion means different things to
each person. The goal is for this table
to be inclusive and supportive of all
who live and enjoy Milford.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Find this table at Milford Town Park.

Maria’s Table
by Emily Chapman
Sponsor: Loriann Braza
The butterfly has taken on a plethora of
meanings as a symbol over the years, but
for many it serves as a reminder of loved
ones we have lost. Its quiet presence and
stunning beauty bring a sense of comfort
as we are reminded that those who have
passed never truly leave us. This table is
meant to bring about that same beauty
and comfort.
From the artistic standpoint, I did not
want this table to be overwhelming or to
distract too much from the scenery
surrounding it. Instead, the goal is to
subtly add to it. Hence, the choice of
silhouettes of butterflies.
The ombré background speaks to both
the colors of a monarch butterfly, as well
as the rising sun. This serves as a
reminder of the resilient butterfly queen
that passes through our town every year
on its migration, as well as the cycle of life
that continues always.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

I hope that all those who sit at this table find comfort in the art upon it and are
reminded that they are never truly alone.

Find this table at the Senior Center.

Welcome to Milford
by Janeen Cox
Sponsor: Hopkinton Center for the Arts
Welcome to Milford features a
sky and earth design on the top,
along with multicultural children
holding hearts all around the
earth. The benches are a rainbow
pattern, and the legs are colored
yellow and green to add balance
and more color.
My idea for the table came from
thinking about what Milford
means to me. I love the way
Milford has a little bit of
everything and welcomes so
many different cultures to the town.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

I also drew from my own experiences and decided on cartoon-like clip art children
because as a teacher who specializes in literacy, I often use clip art with words as visuals
in my classroom in order to nurture early literacy skills and reading.
I hope that the bright colors and design appeal to viewers and maybe even starts a
conversation of inclusion, acceptance, and love. Children are the future and that leaves
me hopeful for a better world.

Find this table at the Plains Park Pavilion.

Wish for Change, Milford
by Nayda Cuevas
Sponsor: Milford Federal Bank
Wish for Change came as a
response to all events of 2020.
Today, I use the dandelion as a
symbol of:
• Visibility. Many walk by the
dandelion and ignore it.
• Hope. Because the dandelion
carries its seeds to unknown
destinations, migrating to a new
location hopeful to give what it
carries within.
• Change. The flower promotes
change as it transforms from a
flower into the puff of seeds
where its knowledge and
healing are stored in a mission to reach all.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

• Health. Dandelions contain medicinal use and are edible.

• Magic. Known around the world as a symbol for wishes carried by the wind.

Find this table at the corner of Dilla and Sumner Streets.

Touch the Sky
by Bianca Sayuri de Oliveira
Sponsor: Imperial Cars
Touch the Sky is inspired by
Vincent Van Gogh’s painting
The Starry Night.
On the table, one side represents
a night with stars, while the other
side is a day with clouds.
On the benches are buildings in
Milford representing the town.

I am using blue on the table
because against the green of
nature, it stands out and draws
attention. I also think the colors
will look good on either a bright
or cloudy day or even a
snowy day.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Find this table at Milford High School.

Good Day Sunshine
by Abigail Glennon
Sponsor: Michael K. Walsh
in Memory of Nancy Walsh
The design of Good Day Sunshine
takes you back to the 60s with a mix
of sunshine, clouds, and rainbows,
a throwback to the grooviest era
of them all!

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Find this table at Milford Town Park.

Swinging Twilight
by Nicole King
Sponsor: Solutions 2 Accessibility
This design is all about being calm
and mysterious.
It depicts a calm, autumn night,
with a full moon in the sky, a gentle
breeze blowing, and thoughts
drifting away.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Find this table at Maher Court.

Imagine
by Ashley MacLure
Sponsor: Harold and Marcia Rhodes
To my daughter Mattina: Imagine a
world, my goose, where you can be
anything and do anything.
To any child, who like me, has felt lost
or neglected, remember you can be
anything. You need only imagine it.
This table started as an illustration
about the magic of reading. And like
everything I make, it became a deeply
personal project: a collaborative piece
by my daughter and me that she can
visit in years to come. The table and
Above: Original sketch of the design.
clouds are painted by her, and the
integrated drawings are mine.
My daughter Mattina loves to finger
paint and read and play pretend. She
Above: Original sketch of the design.
is my sun. Her Grammy, my mother,
took her life almost ten years ago.
After a long struggle with mental illness, she left me no explanations or reassurances.
For Mattina I want there to be no doubts how I feel. Someday when I die, she will be
left with piles and piles of drawings and paintings—all love letters to her. Mattina, you
are loved. You were wanted. You are everything.

Find this table at the corner of Dilla and Sumner Streets.

Redemption
by Murphy Potter
Sponsor: Celebrate Milford
The table design is inspired
by Michelangelo’s
The Creation of Adam.
It depicts two hands reaching
towards each other set in
front of a blue sky.
A trail of blue butterflies is
flying away from the hands.

Above: Original sketch of the design.

Find this table at the Garden of Hope (Fino Field).

Uniting Milford Through
Our Musical Heritage
by Paul Rao
Sponsor: Paul and LuAnn Malnati
The robust musical history of our
community has always inspired Paul Rao,
musician and artist.
The red, white, and blue colors are meant to
remind us that we are all Americans―
Americans who have overcome many
challenges in the past and who will continue
to persevere in the future.
The black and white table backgrounds and
keyboards for the benches represent
“Ebony and Ivory,“ the Paul McCartney and
Stevie Wonder song about “living in perfect
harmony.”
Paul grew up in Milford and fondly
remembers the stories of some of the
Above: Original sketch of the design.
greatest Big Band stars of the day playing
here. Henry “Boots” Mussulli, who played
with Stan Kenton, had a lot to do with bringing music to the community.
There were so many others. Ziggy Minichiello, Bob Varney, Bobby Tamagni (the elder), Jerry
Secco (his band played at Paul’s prom almost 50 years ago and he’s still playing today!). The
60’s brought in rock, jazz, and blues musicians Bobby Tamagni, the younger, Butch Webster,
John Mazzerelli, Jimmy Atieri (with the Ford Theatre), and DD (Mike) Didonato (Paul took
piano lessons from his father, Mike; another great musician).
Today Milford boasts a world-class symphony orchestra led by Paul Surapine. Claflin Hill
Symphony is a wonderful gem that many take for granted. There are so many fantastic
musicians that have come along through the years and that walk among us today. Open your
ears and your hearts to “the sound of music” in Milford!
Special thanks go to Paul and LuAnn Malnati, who are sponsoring this project for Paul. One of
Paul’s favorite stores as a boy was the Music Nook, owned by LuAnn’s father Ron Pagnini.

Find this table at Milford Town Park.

Pride
by Khizra Syeda
Sponsor: CraftRoots Brewing
My table features roots that stretch
across the underside with little buds on
the benches and the progress Pride flag
painted in full bloom at the very top.
Each color has a meaningful bouquet of
foliage, most of which have significance
in queer history or have beautiful
meanings. I chose to fill the
colors with flowers to make a point that
queerness is natural and diverse.
Inspired by the bright theme of my
sponsor, Craftroots Brewing, silhouettes
of roots sprout from the very ends of
the legs and extend upwards―because,
regardless of who we are and who we
love, we are all still human.
• White: Daisies and Calla Lilies
• Pink: Pink Lilies and Pink Orchids
• Light Blue: Cornflowers, Delphiniums, and
Clematis
• Brown: Bronze Violas, Lesser Bulrush, and
Apios Americana
• Black: Black Pansies, Bat Orchids, and
Black Velvet Petunias
• Red: Roses, Amaryllis, and Anthurium

Above: Original sketch of the design.

• Orange: Marigolds and African
Protea
• Yellow: Sunflowers, Honeysuckle,
and Barley
• Green: Carnations, Ferns, and Hops
• Blue: Buddleia, Blue Irises, and
Brunnera
• Purple: African Violets and
Lavender

Find this table at Milford High School.

Community Graffiti
by Milford Residents
Sponsor: Milford Cultural Council
The Milford Cultural Council hosted the
reveal celebration for the Brush to Table
Picnic Table Project on July 24, 2021.
As a part of that event, the council
invited everyone who attended to draw
on the Community Graffiti table.
All community artists were asked to
follow the same guidelines as the B2T
artists.

Above: Milford residents leave their mark on the
Community Graffiti table during the B2T Reveal
Celebration.

Find this table at the Plains Park Pavilion.

